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November 19, 2021 

The Honorable Therese M. Terlaje  

Speaker 

I Mina’trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

163 Chalan Santo Papa  

Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

VIA: The Honorable Amanda L. Shelton
Acting Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Subject: Author Report on Resolution No. 203-36 (COR) As amended by the Author

Dear Speaker Terlaje: 

Transmitted herewith is the Author Report on Resolution No. 203-36 (LS), As amended by the 
Author - Introduced by Tina Rose Muña Barnes/ Mary Camacho Torres/ Telena Cruz Nelson/

Therese M. Terlaje/ Amanda L. Shelton/ Joe S. San Agustin/ Jose “Pedo” Terlaje/ James C. 

Moylan/ and V. Anthony Ada.  

Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th

Guam Legislature) for the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which would provide 

needed investments in the community of Guam including parity for U.S. Citizens residing in 

the territories through Supplemental Security Income inclusion and expansion of Medicaid. 

Si Yu’os Ma’åse’, 

TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910  

TEL 671-989-5681  

SENATORMUNABARNES@GUAMLEGISLATURE.ORG 

COMMITTEE ON RULES
RECEIVED:

November 19, 2021
3:06 P.M. 
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AUTHOR’S REPORT 

Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) 
As Amended by the Author 

“Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais 
Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for 

the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which 

would provide needed investments in the community of 

Guam including parity for U.S. Citizens residing in the 

territories through Supplemental Security Income inclusion 

and expansion of Medicaid.” 

Introduced by  

Tina Rose Muña Barnes/ Mary Camacho Torres/ Telena Cruz 

Nelson/ Therese M. Terlaje/ Amanda L. Shelton/ Joe S. San 

Agustin/ Jose “Pedo” Terlaje/ James C. Moylan/ and V. 

Anthony Ada 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910  

TEL 671-989-5681  

SENATORMUNABARNES@GUAMLEGISLATURE.ORG 



Vice Speaker 

TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 
CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE ON RULES 
I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING | 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA | HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
cor@guamlegislature.org  | (671) 472-2461  

 November 4, 2021 

MEMO 
To: Rennae Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature 

Attorney Ana Won Pat-Borja 
Legislative Legal Counsel  

From: Senator Amanda L. Shelton 
Acting Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Re: Referral of Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) 

Håfa adai, 

As per my authority as Acting Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, I am forwarding the referral of 
Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) – Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Mary Camacho Torres, Telena Cruz Nelson, Therese 
M. Terlaje, Amanda L. Shelton, Joe S. San Agustin, Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, James C. Moylan, V. Anthony Ada–
“Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature)
for the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which would provide needed investments in the
community of Guam including parity for U.S. Citizens residing in the territories through Supplemental
Security Income inclusion and expansion of Medicaid.”

Please ensure that the subject resolution is referred to Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Author of 
Resolution No. 203-36 (LS).  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mary Maravilla, Committee on Rules 
Director at 472-2461.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Respectfully, 

Senator Amanda L. Shelton 
Acting Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910 
TEL 671-472-2461 

COR@GUAMLEGISLATURE.ORG 
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Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org>

FIRST NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING - Friday, November 19, 2021, at 8 a.m.
Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Nov 12, 2021 at 8:42 AM
To: phnotice@guamlegislature.org

November 12, 2021

MEMORANDUM
TO:   All Senators, Media, and Stakeholders

FROM:     Senator Mary Camacho Torres

SUBJECT: FIRST NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING - Friday, November 19, 2021, at 8 a.m.

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that a virtual public hearing will convene on Friday, November 19, 2021,
beginning at 8 a.m. via Zoom Video Conference. On the agenda is the following: 

· Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) - Tina Rose Muña Barnes / Mary Camacho
Torres / Telena Cruz Nelson /
Therese M. Terlaje / Amanda L. Shelton / Joe S.
 San Agustin / Jose “Pedo” Terlaje / James C. Moylan / V.
Anthony Ada

RELATIVE TO EXPRESSING THE
SUPPORT OF I MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN (THE
36TH GUAM
LEGISLATURE) FOR THE PASSAGE OF THE BUILD BACK BETTER FRAMEWORK, WHICH
WOULD
PROVIDE NEEDED INVESTMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY OF GUAM INCLUDING PARITY FOR
U.S.
 CITIZENS RESIDING IN THE TERRITORIES THROUGH SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME
INCLUSION AND EXPANSION OF MEDICAID.

For individuals wishing to provide live testimony via videoconferencing, please contact our office by email
at senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org or call 671-989-5681. Written testimony may be delivered to the Office
of Vice Speaker Tina Muña Barnes at 163 W Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email
to senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org. 

  In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, individuals requiring assistance or accommodations should
contact the Office of Vice Speaker Muña Barnes by phone call at 989-5681 or via email at  senatormunabarnes@
guamlegislature.org. Si Yu’os Ma’åse’!

The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117/60.4; Channel 112. 3 for Docomo customers
without set top boxes, and online via  I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s  live feed at  http://www.guamlegislature.com/live_feed.htm.  A
recording of the hearing will be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. 

3 attachments

FIRST NOTICE - RESOLUTION 203.pdf

428K

AGENDA - RESOLUTION 203.pdf

258K

Res. No. 203-36 (LS).pdf

1986K
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November 12, 2021 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: All Senators, Media, and Stakeholders 

FROM: Mary Camacho Torres 

SUBJECT: FIRST NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING - Friday, November 19, 

2021, beginning at 8 a.m. 

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that a virtual public hearing will convene on Friday, 

November 19, 2021, at 8 a.m. via Zoom Video Conference. On the Agenda is the following:  

• Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) - Tina Rose Muña Barnes / Mary Camacho Torres / Telena

Cruz Nelson / Therese M. Terlaje / Amanda L. Shelton / Joe S. San Agustin / Jose “Pedo”

Terlaje / James C. Moylan / V. Anthony Ada

RELATIVE TO EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF I MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA 

LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN (THE 36TH GUAM LEGISLATURE) FOR THE PASSAGE OF 

THE BUILD BACK BETTER FRAMEWORK, WHICH WOULD PROVIDE NEEDED 

INVESTMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY OF GUAM INCLUDING PARITY FOR U.S. 

CITIZENS RESIDING IN THE TERRITORIES THROUGH SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY 

INCOME INCLUSION AND EXPANSION OF MEDICAID. 

For individuals wishing to provide live testimony via videoconferencing, please contact our 

office by email at senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org or call 671-989-5681. Written 

testimony may be delivered to the Office of Vice Speaker Tina Muña Barnes at 163 W Chalan 

Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to 

senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org. 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, individuals requiring assistance or 

accommodations should contact the Office of Vice Speaker Muña Barnes by phone call at 989-

5681 or via email at senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org.  

The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117/60.4, 

Channel 112. 3 for Docomo customers without set top boxes and online via I Liheslaturan 

Guåhan’s live feed at http://www.guamlegislature.com/live_feed.htm.  on YouTube. A recording of 

the hearing will be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. Si 

Yu’os Ma’åse’! 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  
HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910  

TEL 671-989-5681  

SENATORMUNABARNES@GUAMLEGISLATURE.ORG 

http://www.guamlegislature.com/36th_Guam_Legislature/COR_Res_36th/Res.%20No.%20203-36%20(LS).pdf
mailto:senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org
mailto:senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org
http://www.guamlegislature.com/live_feed.htm


11/19/21, 1:02 PM Guam Legislature Mail - SECOND NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING - Friday, November 19, 2021, at 8 a.m.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e778aedde6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-5703708230654954316&simpl=msg-a%3Ar-5702055… 1/1

Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org>

SECOND NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING - Friday, November 19, 2021, at 8 a.m.
1 message

Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org> Wed, Nov 17, 2021 at 8:00 AM
To: phnotice@guamlegislature.org

November 17, 2021

MEMORANDUM
TO:   All Senators, Media, and Stakeholders

FROM:     Senator Mary Camacho Torres

SUBJECT: SECOND NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING - Friday, November 19, 2021, at 8 a.m.

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that a virtual public hearing will convene on Friday, November 19, 2021,
beginning at 8 a.m. via Zoom Video Conference. On the agenda is the following: 

· Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) - Tina Rose Muña Barnes / Mary Camacho Torres / Telena Cruz Nelson /
Therese M. Terlaje / Amanda L. Shelton / Joe S. San Agustin / Jose “Pedo” Terlaje / James C. Moylan / V.
Anthony Ada

RELATIVE TO EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF  I MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN  (THE
36TH GUAM LEGISLATURE) FOR THE PASSAGE OF THE BUILD BACK BETTER FRAMEWORK, WHICH
WOULD PROVIDE NEEDED INVESTMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY OF GUAM INCLUDING PARITY FOR
U.S. CITIZENS RESIDING IN THE TERRITORIES THROUGH SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME
INCLUSION AND EXPANSION OF MEDICAID.

For individuals wishing to provide live testimony via videoconferencing, please contact our office by email
at senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org or call 671-989-5681. Written testimony may be delivered to the Office
of Vice Speaker Tina Muña Barnes at 163 W Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email
to senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org. 

  In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, individuals requiring assistance or accommodations should
contact the Office of Vice Speaker Muña Barnes by phone call at 989-5681 or via email at  senatormunabarnes@
guamlegislature.org. 

The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117/60.4; Channel 112. 3 for Docomo customers
without set top boxes, and online via  I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s  live feed at  http://www.guamlegislature.com/live_feed.htm.  A
recording of the hearing will be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. Si Yu’os Ma’åse’!

3 attachments

AGENDA - RESOLUTION 203.pdf
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TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES
I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

November 17, 2021 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: All Senators, Media, and Stakeholders 

FROM: Mary Camacho Torres 

SUBJECT: SECOND NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING - Friday, November 

19, 2021, beginning at 8 a.m. 

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that a virtual public hearing will convene on Friday, 

November 19, 2021, at 8 a.m. via Zoom Video Conference. On the Agenda is the following:  

• Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) - Tina Rose Muña Barnes / Mary Camacho Torres / Telena

Cruz Nelson / Therese M. Terlaje / Amanda L. Shelton / Joe S. San Agustin / Jose “Pedo”

Terlaje / James C. Moylan / V. Anthony Ada

RELATIVE TO EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF I MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA 

LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN (THE 36TH GUAM LEGISLATURE) FOR THE PASSAGE OF 

THE BUILD BACK BETTER FRAMEWORK, WHICH WOULD PROVIDE NEEDED 

INVESTMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY OF GUAM INCLUDING PARITY FOR U.S. 

CITIZENS RESIDING IN THE TERRITORIES THROUGH SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY 

INCOME INCLUSION AND EXPANSION OF MEDICAID. 

For individuals wishing to provide live testimony in person or via videoconferencing, please 

contact our office by email at senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org or call 671-989-5681. 

Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Vice Speaker Tina Muña Barnes at 163 W 

Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to 

senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org. 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, individuals requiring assistance or 

accommodations should contact the Office of Vice Speaker Muña Barnes by phone call at 989-

5681 or via email at senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org.  

The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117/60.4, 

Channel 112. 3 for Docomo customers without set top boxes and online via I Liheslaturan 

Guåhan’s live feed at http://www.guamlegislature.com/live_feed.htm.  on YouTube. A recording of 

the hearing will be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. Si 

Yu’os Ma’åse’! 
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AGENDA 
Virtual Public Hearing 

November 19, 2021   

• Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) - Tina Rose Muña Barnes / Mary Camacho

Torres / Telena Cruz Nelson / Therese M. Terlaje / Amanda L. Shelton / Joe S. 

San Agustin / Jose “Pedo” Terlaje / James C. Moylan / V. Anthony Ada 

RELATIVE TO EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF I MINA’TRENTAI SAIS 

NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN (THE 36TH GUAM LEGISLATURE) FOR 

THE PASSAGE OF THE BUILD BACK BETTER FRAMEWORK, WHICH 

WOULD PROVIDE NEEDED INVESTMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY OF 

GUAM INCLUDING PARITY FOR U.S. CITIZENS RESIDING IN THE 

TERRITORIES THROUGH SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME 

INCLUSION AND EXPANSION OF MEDICAID. 

CHAIRPERSON 

COMMITTEE ON RULES 

COMMITTEE ON 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

GUAM BUILDUP 

HAGÅTÑA REVITALIZATION 

REGIONAL AFFAIRS 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNOLOGY 
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Virtual Public Hearing  

Friday, November 19, 2021 at 8 AM  

I Liheslaturan Guåhan, Virtual Public Hearing

Resolution No. 203-36 (COR) 

Name Agency/  

Organization 

Oral 

Testimony 

Written 

Testimony 
Support Not in 

Support 

Contact Information 

Anthony M. Babuata Chairman, 

Democratic Party of 

Guam 

✓ ✓ ✓ democraticpartyofguam@gmail.com 
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Office of the Vice Speaker 

TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES
I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

Manana si Yu’os 

I'd like to thank Senator Mary Torres for hosting this hearing for me as well as my 

seven colleagues who signed on to this resolution with us.   

A few months ago, we empaneled legal scholars, government representatives, and 

community stakeholders to discuss the impact of federal policies and how it has 

disenfranchised not only the People of Guam but nearly four million Americans across 

the territories. I also had the honor of testifying in front of the House Committee on 

Natural Resources to advocate for Guam’s inclusion in crucial federal programs such 

as SSI and parity when it comes to the applicability of Medicaid to Guam.  

Together, Senator Torres and I continued to advocate for the inclusion of Guam in 

federal programs such as Social Security Income. We wrote countless letters to 

Chairman Grijalva, Vice Chair Killili Sablan, and Congressional Leadership. We 

engaged with the White House. And we reminded them that they did not have to wait 

for the courts to finally address the injustices of the past—it had the power to do so 

right now. I repeatedly requested that Congress, under its Plenary Powers, pass 

legislation that would create equity among states AND territories as it relates to the 

application of federal programs.  

Congress has finally heeded to our call. 

Today, ladies and gentlemen, we have before us the Build Back Better Plan—

legislation that brings Guam and our sister Territories closer to parity.   

The Biden Build Back Better Framework will extend SSI benefits to Guam and 

increase Medicaid Funding for Guam, effectively averting the Medicaid Cliff. It will 

also provide access to childcare, free preschool, make higher education more 

affordable, provide training opportunities for our People to obtain high-paying jobs, 

reduce the cost of housing, and cut taxes for many of our hard-working families.  

The Build Back Better framework is a key investment in Guam’s future—furthering 

education, helping working families get back on their feet, and position our island for 

a brighter economic future, and I would like to enter the White House Fact Sheet on 

What the “The Build Back Better Framework Will Deliver for Guam” into the record.  

I would also be remiss if I did not take the time to thank a few individuals who joined 

Mary and I on this journey. Attorney Rod Jacob, who has passionately advocated for 

Leslie and Katrina Schaller as well as Attorney Neal Weare with Equally American 

who have both played a key role to tell the Guam Story with us in the halls of Congress. 

Lastly, someone who I have the honor of working with, and the privilege to call a 

friend, Chairman Raul Grijalva. I appreciate you taking the time to provide written 

testimony for this hearing at such a short notice, and as soon as my office receives it, I 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910  

TEL 671-989-5681  

SENATORMUNABARNES@GUAMLEGISLATURE.ORG 

CHAIRPERSON 

COMMITTEE ON RULES 

COMMITTEE ON 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

GUAM BUILDUP 

HAGÅTÑA REVITALIZATION 

REGIONAL AFFAIRS 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNOLOGY 



will ensure that it is appended to the record of this hearing and disseminated to all my colleagues. Mr. 

Chairman, I thank you for your continued advocacy for Guam and the Territories, I thank you for your 

support and partnership as we truly Build Back Better.  

For months, members of the Guam Legislature, our Governor, our Delegate to Congress, and leaders 

from all the territories have urged Congressional Leadership and the Biden Administration to extend 

access to much needed social services to the territories and end the “separate but equal” treatment. With 

a united voice, we were able to tell our story and I am honored to have my colleagues join me as we make 

this final push and cross the finish line.  

si Yu’os ma’åse! 



Testimony of Anthony M. Babauta 
Chairman, Democratic Party of Guam 

On Resolution 203-36 - “Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan 
Guahan (36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which would 

provide needed investments in the community of Guam including parity for U.S. citizens residing in the 
territories through Supplemental Security Income and expansion of Medicaid” 

Guam Congress Building 
November 19, 2021 

Buenas Yan Hafa Adai Committee Members. My name is Anthony M. Babauta and I am both 
honored and pleased to join you this morning as the Committee receives testimony on Resolution 
203-36 which, if passed, would express the Guam Legislature’s endorsement of the Build Back 
Better Act, which as you know is a key legislative initiative of President Joe Biden.  I appear in 
my capacity as Chairman of the Democratic Party of Guam, and offer our resolute support in favor 
of this Resolution’s passage.   

We would like to thank the Resolution’s main sponsor, Vice Speaker Tina Muña Barnes, for her 
leadership on this issue and her consistent engagement with the U.S. Congress and the Executive 
Branch on a multitude of issues that define Guam’s relationship with the federal government.   

We want to thank the Vice Speaker’s democratic colleagues, Speaker Terlaje and Senators Nelson, 
Shelton, San Augustin, and Pedo Terlaje for their co-sponsorship.  Equally, the Democratic Party 
expresses its gratitude to minority Senators Camacho Torres, Moylan and Ada, for adding their 
support to this measure which makes this effort a truly bipartisan endeavor.  

President Biden’s Build Back Better Act proposes a once-in-a-lifetime investment for Guam, as 
well as our sister U.S. territories and States in our Union. If passed by the U.S. Congress, Build 
Back Better will create new jobs at higher wages, open the doors to join the workforce, spur long 
term economic growth, and reduce the cost of living for the one hundred sixty thousand residents 
who have made Guam their home. The Act also provides opportunities for our island to live a 
cleaner, more sustainable lifestyle, and ultimately ensure that we can do our part to combat climate 
change and rising sea levels.  

For many reasons, Guam’s cost of living is high and getting ends to meet in many households can 
be a month-to-month and paycheck-to-paycheck challenge.  For many households with children, 
whether traditional or single parents, making ends meet means taking on a second or even a third 
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job.  Studies show that when a parent has to work more than one job, it could negatively impact 
the livelihoods and futures of their child. Data has further shown that 1 in 10 Asian American and 
Pacific Islander parents have had to quit, turn down, or make changes to their jobs due to 
disruptions to their childcare. President Biden's Build Back Better Plan will ease the burden on 
families with investments that, if enacted, would save families thousands of dollars in childcare 
and preschool costs and build a strong, stable early learning system that meets the needs of 
families, providers, and the economy.  

Guam’s housing costs have risen to where homeownership for most residents seems 
unreachable.  Many factors of course affect the cost of homes, and apart from construction costs 
one of them is supply.  President Biden's Build Back Better Plan will address the supply issue by 
enabling the construction, rehabilitation, and improvement of more than 1 million homes. This 
would increase the supply of housing and drive prices down. Because homeownership is a path to 
building wealth and a stronger middle class, we need to be extra vigilant of this program and how 
we get resources to build more affordable homes for our people. 

I’m a strong proponent of taking advantage of federal opportunities, so it’s gratifying to know that 
on this housing issue, Vice Speaker Barnes and Senators San Augustin, Shelton, Nelson, Pedo 
Terlaje, and Mary Camacho Torres, have been working with the Leon Guerrero-Tenorio 
Administration to proactively engage the Department of Housing and Urban Development seeking 
federally designated revitalization areas on Guam. It is my understanding that based on your 
efforts, data has been compiled and submitted to HUD and soon our island will learn of the success 
of your effort.  

Former President Trump’s initiative, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, which remains the law 
of the land, made permanent corporate tax cuts and by and large, has been criticized for increasing 
the national debt, creating greater income inequality, decreased healthcare coverage while 
increasing its cost, and created disproportionate impacts on States and territories.  In response, as 
we know, former Governor Calvo signed into law a local measure increasing the island’s Business 
Privilege Tax and additional 1% - where it remains today.  Build Back Better proposes to fund 
itself by not allowing large corporations to zero out their taxes and not adding additional taxes to 
anyone making below $400,000. 

More importantly, it will continue providing opportunity for the middle class and for Guam, the 
President’s Plan will extend Child Tax Credit (CTC) increases of $300/month per child under 6 or 
$250/month per child ages 6 to 17.   The framework will also provide a tax cut of up to $1,500 in 
tax cuts for low-wage workers in Guam by extending the American Rescue Plan’s Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC) expansion.  

To keep higher education within reach for our young adults, Build Back Better will increase Pell 
grants for nearly three thousand students on Guam who currently benefit from it. It is our hope that 
with this added relief, we can find ways to unlock further access to education beyond high school 
for all of our graduating students. 
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From my perspective of working on Capitol Hill, the Obama Administration, and Governor Leon 
Guerrero’s chief of staff, I understand the many years of work that went towards telling Guam’s 
story as it relates to Guam and her sister territories treatment under the federal program of Medicaid 
- which was always underfunded and unfairly applied - and Supplemental Security Income (SSI), 
which among the territories was only accessible to the Northern Mariana Islands.  Governors and 
Delegates, both past and present - from all our territories, no matter the political party, have fought 
to increase Medicaid allotments and the federal match, which was first enacted under 
Obamacare.  And subsequently, those increased benefits needed to be defended and extended 
since.   

Similarly, extending the federal benefits to aged, blind, and disabled adults and children under the 
SSI program to U.S. citizens in U.S. territories is long overdue. President Biden’s plan takes the 
historical step of making federal dollars available for some of our most challenged residents and 
allowing those families who had no other choice but to move away from Guam for SSI - return 
home and be surrounded by loved ones.    

The President’s plan also walks back every territory from the Medicaid cliff - and provides Guam 
$140 million while reducing our matching requirement.  This will expand healthcare access to our 
residents and unburden our local dollars so that we can make investments elsewhere for the benefit 
of our progress. 

Again, these two issues have been championed by our elected leaders for decades and the story 
has been repeated year after year and the argument made from Administration to 
Administration.  If passed, we thank all elected leaders from years past to the present, no matter 
the party.  And we should remember our past leaders because they championed the cause term 
after term. 

And for those in office today, to include Members of this body, we thank you for seizing the 
opportunity that President Biden’s Build Back Better plan holds for the country and, most 
especially our island.  This is truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for the country and our island 
to Build Back Better. 

Finally, I encourage the Committee to amend the Resolution’s final Resolved clause, to include 
minority leaders from both the U.S. House and Senate.  The Democratic Party of Guam recognizes 
that your effort is bipartisan and national leaders from the Republican Party should know that 
Guam’s elected Republicans are unequivocally in favor of Build Back Better’s enactment before 
the end of this year.  We look forward to the Committee moving forward with this measure and 
for its final approval by the entire body. 

Thank you for the opportunity and your consideration. 
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Office of the Vice Speaker  

TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES
I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

AUTHOR REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW 

Resolution No. 203-36 was introduced on November 4, 2021, by Vice Speaker Muña 

Barnes and was subsequently referred by the Committee on Rules to Vice Speaker Muña 

Barnes, Author, on November 4, 2021. The Author convened a virtual public hearing on 

Friday, November 19, 2021 at 8:00 a.m.  

Public Notice Requirements  

Public Hearing notices were disseminated via e-mail to all senators and all main media 

broadcasting outlets on Friday, November 12, 2021 (5-Day Notice), and again on Wednesday, 

November 17, 2021 (48-Hour Notice). 

Senators Present 

Senator Mary Camacho Torres 

Senator Telena C. Nelson  

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION

The public hearing was called-to-order at 8:05 a.m.

Senator Mary Camacho Torres: Good Morning. Manana si Yu’os yan Bueñas yan Håfa Adai 

todus hamyo! On behalf of Vice Speaker Muña Barnes and as a main sponsor of Resolution No. 

203-36 (LS), I call the virtual hearing on Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) to order …it is now 8:05am. 

For the record and in accordance with 5 GCA, Chapter 8, Subsection 8107, public hearing notices 

were sent on Friday, November 12, 2021 adhering to the 5 days’ notice, and a second public notice 

on Wednesday, November 17, 2021, 48-hours prior.  

In addition, this hearing was noticed on the legislature’s website – www.guamlegislature.com. 

Written testimonies may be submitted by emailing senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org or 

you may hand deliver to our office at 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam.  

This hearing is being conducted virtually via the zoom meeting platform. 

The host will mute all zoom participants until called upon by the chair. Once recognized, we ask 

you to unmute yourself and speak clearly into your mic.  

Each senator will be allowed to pose questions to those testifying as needed after the panel has 

concluded their presentation.  

The item on today’s agenda, ladies and gentlemen, is: 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910  

TEL 671-989-5681  

SENATORMUNABARNES@GUAMLEGISLATURE.ORG 
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RESOLUTION NO. 203-36 (LS) - Introduced by Tina Rose Muna Barnes/ Mary Camacho Torres/ 

Telena Cruz Nelson/ Therese M. Terlaje/ Amanda L. Shelton/ Joe S. San Agustin/ Jose “Pedo” 

Terlaje/ James C. Moylan/ and V. Anthony Ada.  

Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guahan (the 36th Guam 

Legislature) for the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which would provide needed 

investments in the community of Guam including parity for U.S. Citizens residing in the territories 

through Supplemental Security Income inclusion and expansion of Medicaid. 

Joining me here this morning is Mr. Tony Babauta.  

With that being said, we will now move on to the first item on the agenda and I will begin by 

reading Vice Speaker Muña Barnes’s sponsor statement.  

Senator Mary Torres reads sponsor statement from Vice Speaker Muña Barnes that is 

attached to this Author’s Report. 

Anthony M. Babauta, Chairman of the Democratic Party of Guam: Thank you very much 

Madam Chair and Thank you for the opportunity.  

Mr. Babuata reads written testimony that is attached to this Author’s Report.  

Senator Mary Camacho Torres: Thank you, Mr. Babauta. We appreciate you also giving the 

breadth of what the Build Back Better Framework entails. I think it’s important that people 

understand its far-reaching impact and how it especially has benefits to the most vulnerable people 

in our community at this point or in the marginalize. So we appreciate that.  

We also take note of your recommendation to amend the portion of the resolution, the resolved 

portion of the resolution to include minority leaders in the distribution of the copies of the 

resolution should it pass. So that will be noted and taken into account. Thank you very much.  

Okay, at this point I would like to end by expressing our si Yu’os ma’åse’ for coming to testify. 

This public hearing on 

RESOLUTION NO. 203-36 (LS) - Introduced by Tina Rose Muna Barnes/ Mary Camacho Torres/ 

Telena Cruz Nelson/ Therese M. Terlaje/ Amanda L. Shelton/ Joe S. San Agustin/ Jose “Pedo” 

Terlaje/ James C. Moylan/ and V. Anthony Ada.  

Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guahan (the 36th Guam 

Legislature) for the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which would provide needed 

investments in the community of Guam including parity for U.S. Citizens residing in the territories 

through Supplemental Security Income inclusion and expansion of Medicaid.  

This resolution has been duly heard and I am now calling this public hearing adjourned, the time 

now is 8:20 AM 

Any individuals who wish to submit testimony may do so by emailing it to 
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senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org or you may send or hand deliver it to 163 Chalan Santo 

Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910.  

Thank you everyone for attending Mr. Babauta for attending and Senator Nelson, I saw that you 

were on briefly. Si Yu’os Ma’åse and have a great day and Happy Thanksgiving to everybody.  

The Hearing was adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 

III. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Testimony for Resolution No. 54-36 (LS) was in support of the resolution. Suggested amendments 

were recommended to the Author. Recommendations included adding Minority leaders from both 

the U.S. House and Senate, which were incorporated into the amended resolution.  

Vice Speaker Muña Barnes hereby reports on Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) As amended by the 
Author - “Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guahan (the 

36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which would 

provide needed investments in the community of Guam including parity for U.S. Citizens 

residing in the territories through Supplemental Security Income inclusion and expansion of 

Medicaid.” with the recommendation to do adopt.  
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middle class through historic investment in equity, safety, and fairness; and investing 1 

in immigration reform; and 2 

WHEREAS, with 30% of household income on Guam going towards rent, 3 

the Build Back Better framework provides rental assistance for Guam renters, many 4 

of whom unable to attain a home of their own. Moreover, the plan will expand 5 

housing options providing investments in the U.S. public housing stock. 6 

Additionally, the framework will address down payment assistance and allow more 7 

first-generation homebuyers to finally purchase their own home; and  8 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework will provide more 9 

opportunities for Guam’s young adults through training and education to better equip 10 

them for future industries and create a well-educated workforce. Additionally, for 11 

the 2,600 young adults who rely on Pell Grant awards the maximum award amount 12 

will be increased by $550 for students. This will allow our young adults to prioritize 13 

their education and focus on their studies; and  14 

WHEREAS, the framework offers the biggest expansion in health care and 15 

caregiving for our island’s Manåmko’ (elderly), the indigent, and individuals with 16 

disabilities; and  17 

WHEREAS, The Build Back Better framework will improve access to 18 

healthcare for approximately 33,000 residents who are currently enrolled in 19 

Medicaid and improve Medicaid reimbursement at Guam Memorial Hospital, the 20 

island’s public hospital. The plan increases federal Medicaid allotment funding for 21 

Guam to $140 Million and the federal Medicaid match to 83%; and 22 

WHEREAS, in prior fiscal years, Guam’s Medicaid funding was capped at 23 

$20 million a year with the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage for Guam typical 24 

held at a 55% federal Medicaid match. This change will expand Medicaid, especially 25 

for the working middle class on Guam; and  26 



4 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better frameworks moves towards equity and 1 

parity among American citizens living in the territories based off of the decisions 2 

from U.S. v. Vaello-Madero, 956 F.3d 12 (1st Cir. Apr. 10, 2020)  and Schaller v. 3 

U.S. Social Security Admin., et.al., No. 18-cv-00044)(D. Guam Jun. 19, 2020); and 4 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework will extend Supplemental 5 

Security Income to low-income senior citizens and disabled citizens residing in 6 

Guam as well as the other territories, who have previously been unconstitutionally 7 

denied Supplemental Security Income; and 8 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework provides our community with 9 

needed resources and investment to stimulate and grow our economy and provide 10 

for the well-being of the people of Guam; now therefore, be it  11 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'trentai Sais Na 12 

Liheslaturan Guåhan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guahan and the 13 

people of Guam, express the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guahan 14 

(the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage Build Back Better Framework, which 15 

would provide needed investments in the community of Guam including parity for 16 

U.S. Citizens residing in the territories through Supplemental Security Income 17 

inclusion and expansion of Medicaid; and be it further 18 

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on 19 

Rules certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that 20 

copies of the same be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable Joe Biden, President 21 

of the United States of America; the Honorable Kamala Harris, Vice President of the 22 

United States of America, President of the Senate; to the Honorable Nancy Pelosi, 23 

Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives; to the Honorable Michael F.Q. San Nicolas, 24 

Guam Delegate, U.S. House of Representatives; and to the Honorable Lourdes A. 25 

Leon Guerrero, I Magaʹhågan Guåhan. 26 
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I MINA′TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 

2021 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) 
As amended by the Author. 

Introduced by: Tina Rose Muña Barnes 

Mary Camacho Torres 

Telena Cruz Nelson 

Therese M. Terlaje 

Amanda L. Shelton 

Joe S. San Agustin 

Jose “Pedo” Terlaje 

James C. Moylan 

V. Anthony Ada 

Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais 

Na Liheslaturan Guahan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for 

the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which 

would provide needed investments in the community of 

Guam including parity for U.S. Citizens residing in the 

territories through Supplemental Security Income 

inclusion and expansion of Medicaid. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF THE I 1 

MINA′TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN: 2 

WHEREAS, on October 28, 2021, President Joe Biden announced the 3 

framework of the Build Back Better Act to ultimately create millions of good-paying 4 

jobs, enable more Americans to join and remain in the labor force, spur long-term 5 

growth, reduce price pressures and set the United States on course to meet its clean 6 

energy ambitions. After months of long negotiations, a compromise had been 7 

reached with Democratic lawmakers. While much of the original plan remains intact, 8 

the new $1.75 trillion framework highlights climate change proposals and the 9 
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expansion of Medicare benefits and inclusion of Americans living in territories with 1 

Supplemental Security Income; and  2 

WHEREAS, the framework contains the largest effort to combat the threat of 3 

climate change by delivering substantial consumer rebates and tax credits to reduce 4 

costs for middle class families who have shifted to clean energy, ensuring clean 5 

energy technology, advancing environmental justice through a new Clean Energy 6 

and Sustainability Accelerator, and bolstering resilience and natural solutions to 7 

climate change; and 8 

WHEREAS, with our island especially vulnerable to rising sea level, rising 9 

temperature, and an increase in tropical storms, the Build Back Better framework 10 

will empower the people of Guam to take action, build clean infrastructure, invest 11 

in innovative green technology, and protect our land and water resources; and  12 

WHEREAS, the framework proposes a transformative investment in 13 

childcare and caregiving by offering universal and free preschool for all three (3) to 14 

four (4) year-olds as well as providing up to three thousand six hundred dollars 15 

($3,600) in tax cuts per child by extending the American Rescue Plan’s expanded 16 

Child Tax Credit. This relief will allow families in Guam to plan for their future and 17 

make financial decisions to benefit their household; and  18 

WHEREAS, the framework will provide for the basic needs of young 19 

students on Guam, addressing food insecurity and food deserts in our community. 20 

30,000 students on Guam, many of whom unsure of when they will have their next 21 

meal over the summer, will be provided with access to nutritious food options; and  22 

WHEREAS, the framework includes a significant effort to bring down costs 23 

and strengthen the middle class by making the largest and most comprehensive 24 

investment in affordable housing; extending the expanded Earned Income Tax 25 

Credit (EITC) for low-waged workers; expanding access to affordable, high-quality 26 

education; promoting nutrition security for children’s health, strengthening the 27 
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middle class through historic investment in equity, safety, and fairness; and investing 1 

in immigration reform; and 2 

WHEREAS, with 30% of household income on Guam going towards rent, 3 

the Build Back Better framework provides rental assistance for Guam renters, many 4 

of whom unable to attain a home of their own. Moreover, the plan will expand 5 

housing options providing investments in the U.S. public housing stock. 6 

Additionally, the framework will address down payment assistance and allow more 7 

first-generation homebuyers to finally purchase their own home; and  8 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework will provide more 9 

opportunities for Guam’s young adults through training and education to better equip 10 

them for future industries and create a well-educated workforce. Additionally, for 11 

the 2,600 young adults who rely on Pell Grant awards the maximum award amount 12 

will be increased by $550 for students. This will allow our young adults to prioritize 13 

their education and focus on their studies; and  14 

WHEREAS, the framework offers the biggest expansion in health care and 15 

caregiving for our island’s Manåmko’ (elderly), the indigent, and individuals with 16 

disabilities; and  17 

WHEREAS, The Build Back Better framework will improve access to 18 

healthcare for approximately 33,000 residents who are currently enrolled in 19 

Medicaid and improve Medicaid reimbursement at Guam Memorial Hospital, the 20 

island’s public hospital. The plan increases federal Medicaid allotment funding for 21 

Guam to $140 Million and the federal Medicaid match to 83%; and 22 

WHEREAS, in prior fiscal years, Guam’s Medicaid funding was capped at 23 

$20 million a year with the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage for Guam typical 24 

held at a 55% federal Medicaid match. This change will expand Medicaid, especially 25 

for the working middle class on Guam; and  26 
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WHEREAS, the Build Back Better frameworks moves towards equity and 1 

parity among American citizens living in the territories based off of the decisions 2 

from U.S. v. Vaello-Madero, 956 F.3d 12 (1st Cir. Apr. 10, 2020)  and Schaller v. 3 

U.S. Social Security Admin., et.al., No. 18-cv-00044)(D. Guam Jun. 19, 2020); and 4 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework will extend Supplemental 5 

Security Income to low-income senior citizens and disabled citizens residing in 6 

Guam as well as the other territories, who have previously been unconstitutionally 7 

denied Supplemental Security Income; and 8 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework provides our community with 9 

needed resources and investment to stimulate and grow our economy and provide 10 

for the well-being of the people of Guam; now therefore, be it  11 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'trentai Sais Na 12 

Liheslaturan Guåhan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guahan and the 13 

people of Guam, express the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guahan 14 

(the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage Build Back Better Framework, which 15 

would provide needed investments in the community of Guam including parity for 16 

U.S. Citizens residing in the territories through Supplemental Security Income 17 

inclusion and expansion of Medicaid; and be it further 18 

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on 19 

Rules certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that 20 

copies of the same be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable Joe Biden, President 21 

of the United States of America; the Honorable Kamala Harris, Vice President of the 22 

United States of America, President of the Senate; to the Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, 23 

President Pro Tempore, U.S. Senate; to the Honorable Charles E. Schumer, 24 

Democratic Leader Chairman of the Conference, U.S. Senate; to the Honorable 25 

Mitch McConnell, Republican Leader, U.S. Senate; to the Honorable Joe Manchin, 26 

Chair of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee; to the Honorable 27 



5 

Nancy Pelosi, Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives; to the Honorable Steny 1 

Hoyer, Majority Leader, U.S. House of Representative; to the Honorable Kevin 2 

McCarthy, Republican Leader, U.S. House of Representatives; to the Honorable 3 

Raúl Grijalva, Chair of the House Natural Resources Committee; to the Honorable 4 

Michael F.Q. San Nicolas, Guam Delegate, U.S. House of Representatives; and to 5 

the Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Magaʹhågan Guåhan. 6 

 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SAIS NA 

LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN ON THE  DAY OF          2021. 

 

                             

 THERESE M. TERLAJE           AMANDA L. SHELTON 

 Speaker Acting Chair, Committee on Rules  

 

                                           

AMANDA L. SHELTON 

Legislative Secretary 
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I MINA′TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 

2021 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Resolution No. 203-36 (LS) 
As amended by the Author. 

Introduced by: Tina Rose Muña Barnes 

Mary Camacho Torres 

Telena Cruz Nelson 

Therese M. Terlaje 

Amanda L. Shelton 

Joe S. San Agustin 

Jose “Pedo” Terlaje 

James C. Moylan 

V. Anthony Ada 

Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais 

Na Liheslaturan Guahan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for 

the passage of the Build Back Better framework, which 

would provide needed investments in the community of 

Guam including parity for U.S. Citizens residing in the 

territories through Supplemental Security Income 

inclusion and expansion of Medicaid. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF THE I 1 

MINA′TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN: 2 

WHEREAS, on October 28, 2021, President Joe Biden announced the 3 

framework of the Build Back Better Act to ultimately create millions of good-paying 4 

jobs, enable more Americans to join and remain in the labor force, spur long-term 5 

growth, reduce price pressures and set the United States on course to meet its clean 6 

energy ambitions. After months of long negotiations, a compromise had been 7 

reached with Democratic lawmakers. While much of the original plan remains intact, 8 
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the new $1.75 trillion framework highlights climate change proposals and the 1 

expansion of Medicare benefits and inclusion of Americans living in territories with 2 

Supplemental Security Income; and  3 

WHEREAS, the framework contains the largest effort to combat the threat of 4 

climate change by delivering substantial consumer rebates and tax credits to reduce 5 

costs for middle class families who have shifted to clean energy, ensuring clean 6 

energy technology, advancing environmental justice through a new Clean Energy 7 

and Sustainability Accelerator, and bolstering resilience and natural solutions to 8 

climate change; and 9 

WHEREAS, with our island especially vulnerable to rising sea level, rising 10 

temperature, and an increase in tropical storms, the Build Back Better framework 11 

will empower the people of Guam to take action, build clean infrastructure, invest 12 

in innovative green technology, and protect our land and water resources; and  13 

WHEREAS, the framework proposes a transformative investment in 14 

childcare and caregiving by offering universal and free preschool for all three (3) to 15 

four (4) year-olds as well as providing up to three thousand six hundred dollars 16 

($3,600) in tax cuts per child by extending the American Rescue Plan’s expanded 17 

Child Tax Credit. This relief will allow families in Guam to plan for their future and 18 

make financial decisions to benefit their household; and  19 

WHEREAS, the framework will provide for the basic needs of young 20 

students on Guam, addressing food insecurity and food deserts in our community. 21 

30,000 students on Guam, many of whom unsure of when they will have their next 22 

meal over the summer, will be provided with access to nutritious food options; and  23 

WHEREAS, the framework includes a significant effort to bring down costs 24 

and strengthen the middle class by making the largest and most comprehensive 25 

investment in affordable housing; extending the expanded Earned Income Tax 26 

Credit (EITC) for low-waged workers; expanding access to affordable, high-quality 27 
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education; promoting nutrition security for children’s health, strengthening the 1 

middle class through historic investment in equity, safety, and fairness; and investing 2 

in immigration reform; and 3 

WHEREAS, with 30% of household income on Guam going towards rent, 4 

the Build Back Better framework provides rental assistance for Guam renters, many 5 

of whom unable to attain a home of their own. Moreover, the plan will expand 6 

housing options providing investments in the U.S. public housing stock. 7 

Additionally, the framework will address down payment assistance and allow more 8 

first-generation homebuyers to finally purchase their own home; and  9 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework will provide more 10 

opportunities for Guam’s young adults through training and education to better equip 11 

them for future industries and create a well-educated workforce. Additionally, for 12 

the 2,600 young adults who rely on Pell Grant awards the maximum award amount 13 

will be increased by $550 for students. This will allow our young adults to prioritize 14 

their education and focus on their studies; and  15 

WHEREAS, the framework offers the biggest expansion in health care and 16 

caregiving for our island’s Manåmko’ (elderly), the indigent, and individuals with 17 

disabilities; and  18 

WHEREAS, The Build Back Better framework will improve access to 19 

healthcare for approximately 33,000 residents who are currently enrolled in 20 

Medicaid and improve Medicaid reimbursement at Guam Memorial Hospital, the 21 

island’s public hospital. The plan increases federal Medicaid allotment funding for 22 

Guam to $140 Million and the federal Medicaid match to 83%; and 23 

WHEREAS, in prior fiscal years, Guam’s Medicaid funding was capped at 24 

$20 million a year with the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage for Guam typical 25 

held at a 55% federal Medicaid match. This change will expand Medicaid, especially 26 

for the working middle class on Guam; and  27 
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WHEREAS, the Build Back Better frameworks moves towards equity and 1 

parity among American citizens living in the territories based off of the decisions 2 

from U.S. v. Vaello-Madero, 956 F.3d 12 (1st Cir. Apr. 10, 2020)  and Schaller v. 3 

U.S. Social Security Admin., et.al., No. 18-cv-00044)(D. Guam Jun. 19, 2020); and 4 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework will extend Supplemental 5 

Security Income to low-income senior citizens and disabled citizens residing in 6 

Guam as well as the other territories, who have previously been unconstitutionally 7 

denied Supplemental Security Income; and 8 

WHEREAS, the Build Back Better framework provides our community with 9 

needed resources and investment to stimulate and grow our economy and provide 10 

for the well-being of the people of Guam; now therefore, be it  11 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'trentai Sais Na 12 

Liheslaturan Guåhan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guahan and the 13 

people of Guam, express the support of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guahan 14 

(the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage Build Back Better Framework, which 15 

would provide needed investments in the community of Guam including parity for 16 

U.S. Citizens residing in the territories through Supplemental Security Income 17 

inclusion and expansion of Medicaid; and be it further 18 

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on 19 

Rules certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that 20 

copies of the same be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable Joe Biden, President 21 

of the United States of America; the Honorable Kamala Harris, Vice President of the 22 

United States of America, President of the Senate; ; to the Honorable Patrick J. 23 

Leahy, President Pro Tempore, U.S. Senate; to the Honorable Charles E. Schumer, 24 

Democratic Leader Chairman of the Conference, U.S. Senate; to the Honorable 25 

Mitch McConnell, Republican Leader, U.S. Senate; to the Honorable Joe Manchin, 26 

Chair of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee; to the Honorable 27 
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Nancy Pelosi, Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives; to the Honorable Steny 1 

Hoyer, Majority Leader, U.S. House of Representative; to the Honorable Kevin 2 

McCarthy, Republican Leader, U.S. House of Representatives; to the Honorable 3 

Raúl Grijalva, Chair of the House Natural Resources Committee;  to the Honorable 4 

Michael F.Q. San Nicolas, Guam Delegate, U.S. House of Representatives; and to 5 

the Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Magaʹhågan Guåhan. 6 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SAIS NA 

LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN ON THE  DAY OF          2021. 

THERESE M. TERLAJE          AMANDA L. SHELTON 

Speaker Acting Chair, Committee on Rules 

AMANDA L. SHELTON 

Legislative Secretary
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